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1) The grain, which is a saleable article in the bazars,
is made into “Khir” by the Hindus, to be used on
their fast days. (Duthie, The Fodder Grasses of
Northern India, 1888, reprinted in1978.)

2) It is greedily grazed by all kinds of stock, while
the grain is eaten by the poorer people. (Bor, The
Grasses of Burma, Ceylon, India and Pakistan,
1960)

3) Grain used for human food in times of scarcity.
(Rhind, The Grasses of Burma, 1985)

4) The plant produces good yields of highly palatable
fodder for stock and in some countries the grain is
used as a cereal in times of want. (Dassanayake
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grains of this species have been discovered in the

Drar

intestines of mummies dating back some 5500-6000
years (3500-4000 B. C.) and it appears that the plant
was cultivated as cereal at the time of burial.
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Indian barnyard millet most probably originated from
India where it has been domesticated from the wild E.
colona. ("J'%) Indian barnyard millet is known from
ancient Egypt and East Africa but is at present widely
grown as a cereal only in India, Kashimir and Sikkim.
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