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Rice cutgrass (Leersia oryzoides L.), a perennial grass, has
recently become a problem in Uzbekistan, and in the Northern
Caucasus. The weed grass infests primarily rice fields under
rotational irrigation and also irrigation diches. It propagates by
seed and other propagules, called rhizomes. During its growing
period one rice cutgrass plant produces rhizomes up to 1 m
long with 12-15 internodes. The winter buds start to grow in the
spring when temperatures are from 8 to 12 °C . The culm of the
plant varies in height from 50 to 150 cm, and its leaf is sharply
indented on the edges. The inflorescence is an expanded panicle

up to 18 cm long, that bears many spikelets (from 500 to 700).
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With average spring and summer temperatures, the panicles

remain enclosed within or become only partially exserted
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from the leaf-sheaths. Under such conditions the spikelets are
cleistogamous, the anthers being very small, pollination takes
place within the closed lemma and palea. When the seasons
are exceptionally warm the panicles become completely
exserted. The spikelets are then chasmogamous, the larger
anthers hanging from the gaping lemma and palea, so that
cross-pollination may take place.
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