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Pesticides and dementia

Thursday December 2 2010

Sections

Where did the story come from?

Long-term exposure to pesticides leads to a greater risk of dementia,
The Independent has reported.

The news comes from a study of almost 1,000 French vineyard

workers. It found that those directly exposed to pesticides over a long

What did th rch involve?
What were the basic results?

How did the researchers interpret the

period performed less well in tests of mental (cognitive) ability than
those who were not exposed at all. When the volunteers were tested
again around five years later, the cognitive performance of

results? workers directly exposed to pesticides had declined more in certain

n ion

tests than that of workers who were not exposed.

This study appears to show an association between long-term
pesticide exposure and a slightly greater risk of decline in mental

ability, as measured by certain tests. Although the study raises an
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